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Advisory Opinion 2007-01
April 2, 2007

The Arkansas Judicial Ethics Advisory Committee issued an advi-
sory opinion to Circuit Judge James A. Cox of Fort Smith, Arkansas. 
Judge Cox requested an opinion as to whether it would be permis-
sible to serve on the University of Arkansas at Fort Smith Board 
of Visitors committee. He stated that the committee is an advisory 
body that exists to support the University and that members of the 
committee are not concerned with issues of fact or policy. He stated 
that the committee serves to communicate the perceived needs of the 
community to the office of the school’s chancellor.
The Judicial Ethics Advisory Committee stated that Canon 4(C)

(2) of the Arkansas Code of Judicial Conduct says that a judge 
“shall not accept appointments to a governmental committee or 
other governmental position that is concerned with issues of fact or 
policy,” with the exception of matters of law or the judicial system. 
However, the committee notes that Canon 4(C)(3) permits a judge 
to serve as a trustee or advisor of an educational organization not 
conducted for profit.
The Committee concluded that the role of a member of the Board 

of Visitors is “more educational than governmental” and for reasons 
set forth in JEAC Advisory Opinions 95-03 and 2001-01, the com-
mittee believes that Canon 4(C)(3) is the controlling provision.
It is the opinion of the Committee that Judge Cox may serve on the 

Board of Visitors of the University of Arkansas at Fort Smith.

Advisory Opinion 2007-02
April 17, 2007

The Arkansas Judicial Ethics Advisory Committee issued an advi-
sory opinion to Judicial Candidate Cathleen Compton of Little 
Rock, Arkansas. Ms. Compton requested an opinion as to whether 
it would be permissible to send a campaign contribution to the 
Campaign of Senator Mark Pryor. Ms. Compton had agreed prior 
to announcing her candidacy to be a co-host of the Senator Mark 
Pryor campaign. Co-hosts were asked to contribute $1000.00.
The Judicial Ethics Advisory Committee stated that Canon 5 of 

the Arkansas Code of Judicial Conduct states that a judge or judicial 
candidate shall refrain from inappropriate political activity. Section 
5A(1)(b) states all judges and candidates for election or appointment 
for judicial office shall not publicly endorse or publicly oppose a can-
didate for any public office. Finally, Section 5A(1)(e) states a judge 
or judicial candidate should not solicit funds for, pay an assessment 
to or make a contribution to a political party or candidate.
The Committee concluded that based upon restrictions in the 

Code of Judicial Conduct, Attorney Compton may not honor the 
campaign promise made prior to announcing her candidacy for a 
judicial position.
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•Are a lawyer, judge, or a family member/significant other of a lawyer or judge?
•Are you repeatedly challenged by certain situations? 
•Do you have a vision of how you would like those situations to be in the future?
•Are you tired of struggling alone with these situations? 
•Are you willing to explore new directions to achieve your vision?
•Are you willing to participate in a confidential supportive group to learn how to accomplish your vision? 

Fall Support Groups
Group 1-Women’s Group

Group 2-Men’s Group

Arkansas Lawyers Assistance Program
ArLAP

Helping Lawyers and Judges Find Personal Solutions...Now 

Would you benefit from participating in a Support Group?

ArLAP Provides a Safe and Confidential Atmosphere
to

Discuss Your Challenges and Concerns
Receive Peer Support

Break Away from the Isolation of Practice
Experience Laughter and Camaraderie

Judicial Advisory Opinions are written and provided by the Judicial Discipline and Disability Commission. 
Full text is available online at www.state.ar.us/jeac.index.html


